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AMENDING THE JOINT RESOLUTION OF AUGUST 8, 1946, AS 
AMENDED, WITH RESPECT TO APPROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZED 
FOR THE CONDUCT OF INVESTIGATIONS AND STUDIES THERE- 
UNDER 


JUNE 19 (legislative day, June 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Magenuson, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 6500] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 6500) to amend the joint resolution of 
August 8, 1946, as amended, with respect to appropriations authorized 
for the conduct of investigations and studies thereunder, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon without an amendment 
and recommend that the bill do pass. 

This bill, H. R. 6500, would further amend Public Law 672, Seventy- 
ninth Congress, approved August 8, 1946, as amended, by authorizing 
the continuation of the investigations and studies thereunder during 
the fiscal year, ending June 30, 1953, with the authorized limit of cost 
of such investigations and studies for such year being set at $446,000. 

The act of August 8, 1946, provides for authorizations to make 
investigations and studies on a somewhat limited scale. Subsequently, 
extensive hearings were held wherein your committee was informed by 
Federal and State authorities that the existing program of investi- 
gations of the abundance and distribution of sea Jamprey s in the Great 
Lakes had proven the problem to be vastly greater than originally 
supposed. It was shown that the predatory and parasitic habits of 
the sea lamprey endangered the very existence of the formerly exten- 
sive and highly valuable commercial fisheries of the Great Lakes, with 
particular regard to the lake-trout fishery. 

Accordingly, the act of August 8, 1946, was amended by the act of 
August 8, 1949 (Public Law 249, 8ist Cong.), to authorize greatly 
expanded efforts in the research program. The act was again amended 
by Public Law 94, Eighty-second Congress, approved July 30, 1951, 
to provide additional authorizations for the fiscal year 1952 
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The importance of pursuing these studies further is self-evident. 
Prior to 1936 the normal production in the Lake Michigan trout fishery 
was from five to approximately seven million pounds, and had a value 
of approximately $3,000,000 per year calculated on the basis of 50 cents 
per pound to the fishermen. Since 1936, however, the catch has come 
down to such an extent that by 1950 it was worth only $27,000 
(54,000 pounds) in value to the fishermen. This dramatic reduction 
in dollar value took place notwithstanding an increase in the fisher- 
men’s price to about 70 cents per pound. In Lake Huron in 1935 the 
lake-trout catch was worth approximately $700,000 and in 1950 
the annual catch was less than 100 pounds. In other words, in Lake 
Huron the lake-trout population has been decimated to the point that 
it is far below the practical commercial level. 

While there is no evidence to date that the sea lamprey has done any 
serious injury in Lake Superior, it has been found in all portions of the 
lake. A corollary effect of the sea lamprey’s destruction of the lake- 
trout fishery in Lake Huron and Lake Michigan has been to greatly 
increase the intensity of fishing for lake trout in the Lake Superior 
area. In 1950, the catch of lake trout in Lake Superior increased 
about 200,000 pounds. Thus the increased intensity of fishing carries 
with it the additional threat of depletion through overfishing. 

As a result of equipment tests to be made during the current year’s 
program, the Fish and Wildlife Service hopes to install proven sea 
lamprey control devices in streams tributary to Lake Superior. Pre- 
vious surveys of all streams entering Lake Superior from State of 
Michigan drainages revealed established sea lamprey spawning runs 
in 23 streams. in 1952, the first locally produced sea lampreys will 
enter Lake Superior from some of these streams. In previous years, 
all sea lampreys entered from Lakes Huron and Michigan. The pro- 
posed funds for fiscal year 1953 would provide the installation and 
operation of control devices on these 23 streams. This pilot opera- 
tion should disclose the answers to problems of supply, care, mainte- 
nance, and continuous high-standard functioning of such control 
structures. Such experience also will furnish a basis for the prepara- 
tion of a manual of procedure for direct use in planning an all-out 
campaign of control and an intelligent cost analysis of the total effort. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with the amendment to rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate set forth in Senate Resolution 95, Eighty-first 
Congress, first session, changes in existing law made by the bill (S. 
1907) as reported are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be 
omitted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Secrion 3 or Pusiic Law 249, E1cury-rirst ConGREss, AS AMENDED (AcT OF 
Aveust 8, 1946 (60 Star. 930) as AMENDED) 


That the Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the 
Interior is hereby authorized and directed to prosecute investigations of the 
abundance and distribution of sea lampreys and their effects on fishes, experiments 
to develop control measures, and a vigorous program for the elimination and eradi- 
cation of sea lamprey populations of the Great Lakes; to survey the Great Lakes 
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area to determine what localities would be most suitable for the establishment of 
additional fish hatcheries and rearing ponds if, and when, it becomes desirable 
for the Federal Government to operate such additional fish hatcheries and rearing 
ponds in the Great Lakes area; and is authorized and directed to report to the 
Congress not later than December 31, 1950, the results of such survey and to 
make recommendations with respect thereto. The cost of the investigations and 
studies authorized in this section shall not éxceed $359,000 for the first year; 
$216,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1951; [and] $500,000 for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1952; and $446,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1958. 
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